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MCGOWAN MINISTRY — CHINA AND JAPAN VISIT 

677. Ms E. HAMILTON to the Premier: 

I refer to the Premier’s recent trade mission to China and Japan, which focused on growing tourism and our share 
of international students. Can the Premier advise the house of the importance of this delegation; what was achieved 
by the delegation; and what opportunities there are for WA to further engage with these two key trading partners 
in order to support the state’s economy and create jobs? 

Mr M. McGOWAN replied: 

I thank the member for Joondalup for the question. Prior to the election in March, I committed that, if elected 
Premier, I would lead a trade delegation to China as my first overseas visit as Premier of Western Australia, and 
I have delivered on that commitment. I also took the Minister for Tourism and the head of Perth Airport to Japan, 
consequent to the visit to China. One of the things I am determined to do is strengthen our trading relationship 
with both China and Japan. It is obvious that I was criticised for undertaking that activity by members opposite, 
but I do not apologise. In fact, I am proud of the fact that I led one of the biggest trade delegations in the history 
of this state to China to diversify and expand our trading relationship with China, and I took representatives of 
Perth Airport to Japan to secure high-level meetings in Japan in relation to those issues. Obviously, the 
National Party does not support the government pursuing better trade opportunities for Western Australia. 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Members! Member for Moore! 

Mr M. McGOWAN: Honestly, members opposite do not support better trade opportunities for agriculture, 
mining, tourism and higher education in Western Australia. It says a lot about members opposite that they are 
prepared to criticise that. In fact, I saw none other than the member for Roe on the aircraft. 

I took 40 representatives from tourism and higher education to China. We had a range of important meetings and 
events in China, and a full program for those people—vice-chancellors, CEOs, tourism operators, medium-sized 
businesses, TAFE colleges and private college operators. There were meetings with companies like Alibaba, Ctrip, 
and China Eastern Airlines, and a range of important government figures, including the party secretary and the 
Governor of Zhejiang province. We also attended celebrations to recognise the thirtieth anniversary of the 
sister-state relationship with Zhejiang province. In Japan, we held meetings with CEOs and the like of Mitsubishi, 
Mitsui, JERA, Tokyo Gas, Kawasaki Heavy Industries, Japan Airlines and All Nippon Airways. We also held 
a dinner with senior political figures and business representatives at the Australian Embassy, with the ambassador, 
Richard Court, who was a very gracious host and was very appreciative of the efforts that the Western Australian 
government was going to in Japan. I took up the issues of aviation, education, agriculture and resources in Japan, 
as well as celebrating and commemorating the thirtieth anniversary of the sister-state relationship with 
Hyogo Prefecture. It was a very full itinerary. This government is determined to leverage the relationship with 
China and Japan to a greater degree, so that it is not just about minerals and agriculture, as important as they are, 
but is also about tourism and higher education, and broadening and leveraging our trading relationship to expand 
and create more jobs for Western Australians. 
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